VII!
THE   RULE  OF   LINCOLN
THE fundamental problem of the Lincoln Gov-
ernment was the raising of armies., the sudden
conversion of a community which was essentially
industrial Into a disciplined military organization,
The accomplishment of so gigantic a transforma-
tion taxed the abilities of two Secretaries of War.
The first, Simon Cameron, owed his place in the
Cabinet to the double fact of being one of the ablest
of political bosses and of standing high among
Lincoln's competitors for the Presidential nomina-
tion. Personally honest, he was also a political
cynic to whom tradition ascribes the epigram de-
fining an honest politician as one who "when he is
bought, will stay bought." As Secretary of War
he showed no particular ability.
In 1861, when the tide of enthusiasm was in
flood, and volunteers in hosts were responding to
acts of Congress for the raising and maintenance
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